
The story of our relationship to the earth is written more truthfully on the land than on the 
page. It lasts there. The land remembers what we said and what we did.  

Robin W. Kimmerer, Braiding Sweetgrass 

Land Acknowledgment 

We acknowledge that at The Glen we gather on the traditional lands of the Eno and 
Occaneechi peoples, Indigenous stewards of this land for countless generations. Long 
before Durham was established, these Siouan-speaking communities lived, farmed, 
traded, and cared for the rivers, forests, and hills of this region. 

We are indebted to the Occaneechi Band of the Saponi Nation, whose members still reside 
nearby and continue to preserve their cultural traditions and connection to this land. 

We express our gratitude for their past and ongoing attentiveness to creation and recognize 
the deep and unbroken relationship Indigenous peoples maintain with this territory. 

In the name of the Spirit over all, in all, and through all, let this acknowledgment be more 
than words—may it remind us to support Indigenous communities, respect their 
sovereignty, and learn from their knowledge of living in harmony with the land. 

______________________________________________- 

We are learning more about this land and its potential ties to the exploitation of enslaved 
peoples. The nearest family cemeteries (the two Glenn plots less than a mile to the west, 
and to the east) do show burials from the 1700-1800’s, but none of the dozens interred are 
listed as slavers. This frankly comes as a surprise, considering the industry of chattel 
slavery in this immediate area.  What is the explanation? Were they Quakers? Is there 
something we are missing? Please let us know if you’d like to join us in our investigation 
[internal link]. 

We do know that “our neighbor” three miles to the northwest, Stagville Plantation, was 
among the largest antebellum chattel complexes in the state of North Carolina. We 
recognize the humanity of our brothers and sisters enslaved in this part of Durham County 
and the horrific oppression and harm they suffered. We also acknowledge the ongoing 
impact of systemic racism and strive to move towards becoming a more just community 
marked by anti-racism and equity for all.  

As we continue to research the history of this land, please join us in supporting: 

Stagville Memorial Project 

Historic Stagville 

https://www.stagvillememorialproject.org/
https://historicsites.nc.gov/all-sites/historic-stagville


The Occaneechi Band of the Saponi Nation 

Triangle Native American Society 

 

 

 

 

https://obsn.org/
https://www.trianglenative.org/

